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A SERMON, 



" TiAe heed ooto tlijself and ui 



I Speak, T believe, tlio experience of every ambassa 
dor of Christ, whose heart has ever boweil u 
weight of those awful duties in which he is 
when I say, that amid that prevailing sense of his o 
worthteasnCBS and weakness, which must emharr 
and impede him wherever he moves, this is his consoIsS 
tiun, and this his support, that he is sent of God ; 
the message he bears rests not for its importance c 
success upon his own authority or power ; that hii 
wisdom or his weight, his gifts or his attainments, ore J 
progress or its prosperity ; but that 1 
i his commission, so from God cornea 
e being his "shield" amid thefight- 
•sun" amid the 
being more than 



as from God coi 

his power ; the 

ings of men without, the 

fears of his own heart with! 



his excuse, — his authority — to treat with guilty n 

the olher being more than his help — his all in all— fop' ] 

the accomplishment of llie gloviu\i& ■^axV. 



these assurances, who dare essay the awful duties of 
the ministry, — who dare stretch forth his liand to rear 
the gospel standard, — who dare hear his own voice 
litter the sacred message of peace, — who dare speak to 
a fellow worm of tlie love of the Eternal God ? Man 
must shrink back before the obstinate questionings of 
a world's infidelity, if he had not this refuge behind 
which to find shelter, (the commission of the great 
Captain of his salvation,) " Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gospel to every creature." " As my 
Father sent me, even so send I you." Aye, even 
more than that,— man must sink into the very earth, 
abashed before the awful conselousness of his own un- 
fitness, had he not this stay upon which to lean, this 
promise upon which to rely, — " Not hy might nor by 
power, bat by my Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts." 

Such, brethren, are my consolation and support upoa 
the present occasion. It is not fitness places me here 
— neither is it presumption — but obedience. I come 
because I am sent. In the most ordinary discharge of 
the duties of mine office, those convictions to which I 
have just referred are my continual slay,— how much 
more do I require to lean upon them now ! now, when 
without the weight of years or wisdom, I am commis- 
sioned to speak to those who are candidates for holy 
orders, of the solemn duties they are about to under- 
take. In me there is no fitness, except such as God 
.finds in the sunbeams to bear to earth his heat, or the 
rains and dews to descend with his abundant blessing. 
I am the instrument he has chosen, and this, and this 
alone, can make my words valuable to you— as such re- 
eeive me, and (hough with a maa's.doubtsj I am " with 



you in weatneas, and in fcnr, and in much trembling" B 
— requiring to take heed to the apostle's admonitioa.H 
" let no man despise thy youth ;" yet if, with a, Chria- 9 
tian's convictions, I know that " when 1 ara weafc, .■ 
then am I strong" — and, with a Christian's faitli, mjl^ ■ 
preaching be "not with enticing words of man's wia-B 
dom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and in power;'' 1 
then may the Christian apostle's assurance, without 1 
presumption, be mine ( "I can doall things;" yea, even I 
this, "through Christ, who strengthenethmo." And, J 
perhaps, it is well for himsell', that one who has still, ' 
(if spared) much of his work before him, and who haa J 
been separated by a few years from immediate contact J 
with those thrilling emotions, which stir the hcartfl 
when firgt the sinner is admitted into the sacred ser»i'9 
vice of his God,— perhaps it is well, that such an one ■ 
should, upon the present occasion, be thus forcibly re- 
minded by his own words, of the solemn and awful 
duties he haa undertaken ; and, perhaps, it is also n 
for you, my brethren, that one upon whose brow are i 
still to be found the dust and heat of the struggle 
which he is engaged, should speak to you of present I 
dangers and present succours, of the helps, the hioH I 
drances, the hopes, the fears, of which he is conscio 
of the many difficulties you must meet, but of the all>- I 
sufficient strength in which you should meet thoni. 1 
As a diieiple then in heart and spirit, tho' witliuut conv- I 
promise of the apostolic authority by which 1 speak, I ' 
desire to address you ; whatever may apply to you, I 
am assured should come home with ten-fuld force to my 
own heart ; and may lie who aloue caa teacli us hi>lli, 
be amoniyst us with Ins Hul^' S\ni:\\-, s.w^«'i'^v,\';.-«V'A "»^ 



wrong, enforcing wliat is rigbt, atrcDgthenftig what i« 
wenk, enliglitening what is obscure, ami bringing ns 
all more and more into conformity with his blessed 
will, iitucss for his holy work, and likeness to his 
glorious image. 

The portion of spripture which I have chosen for 
our mutual edification this day, appears naturally to 
divide itself into three parts ; — it utters a miminff — 
it oflers a eouniel — it suggests a ht^. Its waminff is, 
"Take heed unto thyself and unto the doctrine;" — its 
eoiiiaiel is, "continue in them ;" — and this is the Aope 
which it suggests, — "for in doing this, thou shall 
both save thyself and them that liear thcc." Its wam- 
ing refers to those two great instrumentalities, by 
which God's ministers may advance or retard the pro- 
gress of his truth, — I mean their Uneg and their doc 
irinfg. Its coutuel reminds of the necessity for quiet 
perseverance, the calm and silent growth in grace, 
which far outstrips the bostle of excitement, the stead- 
fast use of means, even when uncheered by the encou- 
ragement of success ; while its hope is that highest and 
moat stirring impulse that could touch the heart of 
man, — that impulse which made God assume 
ture — even that we might be partakers of his; that 
ourselves and our people should be hu men, saved wil 
the salvation of Christ. Oh what a Lope ! the loudest 
Applause of man, the highest wave of popularity, the 
brightest earthly success, all shrink abashed into their 
native nothingness, in the presence of this majesty of 
Eternal Love, when it deigns to descend, and become 
the ruYiDg principle, the peaceful passion of man's 
heurt, hig motive, bis object, hU Tc\';a.-tA. 
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Z. And first, let us take heed unto the vamhiii. A.% 
all timei, man's ohangeablenesa requirea the warning 
voice of Him who changes not ; but at such a time aa 
the present, it is particularly needful that you, my 
brethren, who are about to assume the solemn office of 
the mimatry, should remember that the promises of a 
willing spirit are often sadly broken by the weaknesa 
of the failbg ftesh. Cold indeed must that heart b% 
which is not visited at such an houi' as this, with higlv 
and holy hopes, with deep and earnest resolves,- 
demand upon our love or duty seems at such a time toa - 
great. There is a spirit of self sacrifice roused, wkicli 
well becomes so solemn a service. But ejrpectation and 
e.-eperimee often differ widely. The distant prospect of 
the pastoral life is ever pleasing — its calm retirement 
— its heavenly musings — its lofty dignity — its peaceful 
pursuits, — these are all that in the distance can be 
seea. To tend one's flock — to lead them through the 
green pastures, and by the waters of comfort — this is 
well i but this is all oftinies contemplated : while 
seek the lost — to guide the straying — to carry th» 
weary — to cherish the wounded — to bear with thA 
wayward — to resist the rebeilioua — to be "instant i^, 
season and out of season" — to " reprove, rebuke, exbortj. 
with all long aufiering and diligence," — to " spend an^ 
be spent" in the hallowed work ; — to leave the study of 
one's peaceful books, to read the blurred and blotted 
pages of man's wicked heart, — to forego personal ease, 
domestic eiyoyment, and social intercoiu'se, for the fid- 
dlment of those toilsome duties which ean i 
complished by the occasional sacrifice of them al^ 
these things are rarely l\iou^A tS, ■C& f5^s€> 
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tt bo dme, orebc 6«r$ work yti 
It e eepecttllr necdfol lo ftaase »b<l 
*^tal« AnW;* — sow, «r« tlw nep bae been taken, and 
the vow has heen atiered, and the sepantwn has be«ti 
ii»il«, uitl the Ktora cat off for evo- : u> pause and 
tUink for what w« are prvpared, and what is tiu: mo- 
liv« wlik'h pr^paivd 03. And in ibe coo^idemtioD of 
diis portion of our sat^ect, how nDportant ili« r«i<:r- 
ence nmA; in the lext to three great feaiores 01 a min- 
ister's work, iU i't/t and ductrima. 

(I.) And 1st, His life—" 711*8 A«rf --fo t*^^." 
Ill evety situation of life this is needful, in tfa« mo«t 
{trivale aa well as the most |»qU)c, bnl especially bo in 
the case of a minister, who b to be an example to bis 
fhwk. " Be tfaon an examjAe." 8*73 St. Fanl, ■' of tlw 
believers.'' "Be je followers of me,' says the same 
a^NKtlo to the Corinthians, "fTen as I also t 
tTirisl;" he who is mch, mast " late herd tmtohit 
For thoD°rh the efficiency of the ordinances of « 
I'liBrch depends not upon the man, bnt upon his c 
diougli his itrden confer p/trer* which his private lifl.l 
LWiDot invalidate; tbongb the grace of thesacramel 
is not de)ienilant on the amount of grace in his heal 
nnd though men should be taught to look above e 
his gifts or his graces, to the ble^ings inaeparali^ 
<Tonileetcd with the office which he bears, jet (till tba 
limn can never stand eo separate from the order, nor 
the order from the man, as that his life may not do 
material ^twd or hmn. according to its coorsi 

For though, as I have said, it hinders not the [otf 1 
iM'Qi^ of God's blessings in those sacraments or ordfB'l 
nances whieli he adininifcters, — for that presence is 
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defendant on any thing but the promise of truth, — sti^l 
it may hinder their reception into the ainner'a hQarhi-J 
for as Tre veueive them l}y faith, and as faith is quiok«J 
ened by love, und as Jove in man is wrought on by tlftl 
story of love in God, and as that story remains untolM 

05 it should be (old, if our pastors are nngodly ; sM 
though God's promise is not invalidated by the siDfuUJ 
neas of the minister, yet God's promise may b»l 
unclaimed through the faithlessness of his flock. Ann 

6 people who are accustomed to see their guide stray^a 
and to have the standard of holiness brought down toil 
their level, rather than that they should be raised up« 
to il, will soon grow careless of all means of gcaaSi ' 
ajid retain only the form without the power of godliness. 
The blessings will be there, but sut-h men will cease 
to seek them ; and their presence will only heighten 
the guilt attendant on their neglect. Thus, while thi 
truth ia full of comfort to the faithful disciple, if hl| 
should be placed under an unholy pastor, ii 
terious providence of God; since, if he con; 
to God's ordinances, the graceless being who adroiui 
tere them hinders not their grace for him ; i 
of confusion to all wicked persons, since it leaves thi 

no excuse in another's ungodliness ; God's grace ia in. 
6od's ordinances, though they do not enjoy it 
absent from their hearts, not through the sin of thi 
paatori but through the fiuthlessness of themselTcs. 

It is necessary to make these important distinction^ 
since upon this subject many grievous practical errarf 
are held,— some holding tliat the office derives its onlj 
value fi-om the holiness of the man, and others asserting! 
its independence so highly, as to excuse and screen 
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lieHnd it tlieir own carelessness of life, fii 
is eqnnUy injurious. If we beiievG the first, 
ealvation would appear to depend upon man's worth! 
will ; and if we believe the second, holinesa no lon| 
seema to be an essential in the child of God. 
truth lies between them. The apostolic ordera of 
EpiBCopal Church confer powers upon him who 
ordained, which can no where else bo found ; but those 
powers do not necessarily convey God's grace to the 
sinner's heart — they place them within his reach, but do 
not force them lapon his acceptance. With a pastor'a 
holiness of life, God's part of the covenant of mercy 
has nought to do; but yet that holiness of life 
much to say to the sincere and practical preachingi 
the truth as it is in Jesus, and to the helping of 
men to understand, to value, and to seek God's 
fered blessing. If you would use as you should do, the 
sacred trust committed to your care by the laying on of 
hands — if you would ui^e upon your people, as yod 
should do, the reception of the grace of which ' 
thus makes you the channel— if yon, to whom 
care of souls is to be committed, would not have 
"blood of souls upon your heads, you must live the 
as well as bear the oiRce of an ambassador of Chi 
Tou must never forget, that all you say, and thii 
and do, should have but one tendency, the exalting'J 
the Grospel of Jesus. Tou should he ever ieam\ 
and ever feoe^iw?— ever open to receive from the 
trivial circumstance of life, or from the humblek' 
member of your flock, God's lessons of love ; and ever, 
by your rjuict walk and holy conversation, witnessing 
a good confession of faith, " holding forth the word af, 



nercy 
e h4 

pn4H 



j 



iJfij," and being " uislant in season and out of 
in God's service. The higher the dignity of the office, 
the holier should ha the man. Were it aelf-aagumed, 
it might be self-dismissed — ^were it derived from earthi 
it might be held on earthly principles ; but being, 
it is, from God and heaven, it cannot he renounced, it 
cannot be slighted, it must not be held hy unholy 
hands. " Take heed unto tki/tolf" 

(2.) But uot oulf do the occasion and ofEce deaumt 
that we should " lake heed unto oursdeet," but 
momentous times in which we live demand that 
should " take heed unto the doctrine." 

Never was there a season in which the young amongst 
our clergy, aye, and even the old too, required more 
circumspection. Men's minds are disturbed about 
doctrines upon which there should he no doubt, aud 
the Church is rent by divisions where she should be 
ONE. J^tames are used which should never be known, 
and Paul, Apollos, Cephas are defied ogaia. The 
spirit of party is abro;id, almost all are presse 
her ranks, and whether a man wills it or not, he. 
filaased, and labelled, and numbered. If he loves oi 
he is set dowu as incapable of loving truth ; if his 
burn with zeal for God and for his work, he is 
posed independent of the trammels of a Church 1 
If the name of the Gospel be named upon him, party 
disinherits him from that of his ChurcJi ; and if he 
rejoice in the name of Churchman, he cannot be 
Evangelic. Oh! when wiW peace return, fiaA. pari;/ be 
banished from our land ? When will the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace be known throughout 
Goal's torn Church? TVvtta "sas. ^ "laxfts., 'w.'-v^'vi-ci; 
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i* A SEUMdS. 

(Arom whence perhaps these niisDonierB are d 
when the term Hiyh Church was used s 
behind which to hide a. cold heart and idle hand in l3 
service of God; when sloth and secularity lulled ( 
Church to sleep, and as she lay in the betrayer's ] 
her locks were shorn for a season. Dissenters s 
ftnd she was invaded ; her people were tampered i 
her privilegea were slighted, her priests were n 
yet God's Spirit arose too, and she was revived;! 
and l^ were breathed into her again, and she returned 
to energy and usefulness. But with the good, serious 
evils were mingled. Men madly thought that their 
Church, not they themselves, had been to blame. And as 
their first mother implicated Satan, so their second 

■ mother was implicated by them. They fled from her 
order then, as if the fleeing from her fove and trutA 
as it was their firstj bad not been also their suiGcii 
&alt : and as the Dissenters at the Keformatit 
tliought that having once been afflicted by an imp^ 
church, was an argument for having no church at a 
so they thought almost as madly, that tliey could i 

! ijfi^om. their Church fly too far away. True, there wa 
ibleasings heavenly and abundant felt in that period 

L ira>action. Zeal, and warmth, and devotion we: 
rved, and breatlied their hallowed influence o 
ieauds, and like Hezekiah's paasover, tliough they a 
** otherwise than was written" in many things, stillM 
may feel for them as he prayed for his people, 
good Lord pardon every one tliat pre|)ttruth his hai 
■to seek God, the Lord Grod of his fnthurs, though 
he be not cleansed aecoi'ding to the purifiealjon of the 
eaactaajy." Yet though squ\s, \ aweutaMsiAwL, wwta 
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itiien won for the Church triumpbant, the ranks of ihe 
Church militant on earth were broken. Her doctrines 
were misrepresented, and her discipline abandoned. 
GWs _/ree graae and "justi/icalion hy F<iiih ortlpt 
than which there are no doctrines more dear to ll 
Christian's heart, and none more satetj guarded by 
articles of our Church, were unadvisedly and ungual 
edlj preached, till men in their admiration of 
freeness of the gifts, began to forget their obligatii 
to the Giver. The rubrics and liturgy of our prayw. 
book were deemed ufiuosive trammels, und men burst, 
whenever they could, the grievous bonds. The viava.: 
had retreated so far that it must return, and we are 
suffering from the reaction now ; as wild as waves are 
the spirits of men, and ever they will rush beyond 
their proper bounds, unless He who alone can rule 
both, pronounce, " so far and no farther shall ye go." 
Old novelties must be revived ! dangerous practices 
moRt he adveuturcd I men must draw i 
cipice as they had been near another, or else foi 
there can be no safety ! 

At such a time the warning voice of St, 
sounds with peculiar emphasis, " Take keed 
doetrine," and cautions us of the danger of erring from 
the faith once delivered to the saints. Thanks be^to 

• G-od, we have not to wander far to discover ai guide 
upon which we may lean with the fln^est trust. 
The apostle's doctrine and fellowship arc with ua in 

' the articles, the formularies, and the discipline of our 

i> Church. It seems at first impossible to imagine how 
those who belong to a Church so hedged in and 
guarded as ours is, con\4 e.vt so W 



Lopre-^ 
irsootft^H 

. FautS 

,i6'the\ 



issisa^li^^ 






those clergy who are sworn to l»er serriw, an^ t!«9e 
people who hnve been hapdzed into her faiih, and edu- 
cated in her creed, there can exist such diversiiies of 
opinion and practice. The only way id which the 
difficuliy can be solved, h by admitting the melancholy 
fact, that both cler^ and people hare forgotten the 
solemn vows by whii-h they ar« boond. Th^ (pe 
cularly the clergy) have thonght themfclTes at Ub« 
(whoii the use of such liberty was Ucensc) b 
upon, to amtl^mn, to all^r what it is Srrt 
eriticitf, prttHmplion to eenatre, artJ iKtoMirner' l9 
ehanfft. What they professed, they base neglected lo 
teach — what they have swum to preserre, ihey have 
endearonred to alter; and some of the dettrpslprtri/effM 
of our (aith have been tampered with, just to please 
the weak /ii-fjaiiic^ of foolish men. To instance a few 
which took this side or that of error, just as men's 
fears or fancies happened to sway them in their choice. 
The presumptuons sinner has had sin made 
easy, by the alteration of eoniifmnaiion for e 
because a terra more polite. The power of < 

ising has been weakened, in the doobt thrown overq 
bestowal by the prefix of the term " i 
peace of God, which passeth all TinderstAnding,ke4 
your hearts and minds." Protestant di^enlers bM 
been propitiated by the sacrifice of the term " Cathol 
and Romish dissenters by the attempted reintroduct 
of the term " aliar.^' Protestant dissenters have b 

• I have coademaed a recorwnce to the use of Ihe t 
ia IhMe times, not because I conmder it to be wmaj. bul for tl 
^tryreaaam gireu bj Bishop Hooper, in the earJ)- .laj^ 
^omatiinu " To t«ke away tlie false perEuaii'm ^ v'Q* 
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imitated in the irreverence of silence and standing 
pmjoT, and Bomish dissenters bj'b now, on tlie other 
hand, followed in the gupcratitiona of crossings and 
gesticulations. Such individuals deem themselves free 
to do that which is right in their own eyes, their fealt 
to the Church is gone, and when they thus depi 
&om the form of sound words delivered 1 
wonder that doctrine is corrupted, and a door opened 
for the introduction of every error man's erring heart 
may devise. There is a deep and hidden 
the retention or exolflsion of every expression 
observance, with which they would so recklessly 
per; and when they sigh for changes, let them rei 
ber why such cannot be. Either some princi] 
would be sacriliced by the renunciation of 

which they hove of tacrifice to be done upon the altara ; for a 
long," sajahe, "ssaltars remain, both the isnoranf people, ai 
^■Orsnt and eri! perauaded pritit, will always dream of laerificg' 
Therahric, in the first book of king Edvrard YI.. stood thus ;« 
" The priest itandias hHmblg afart iJie middle! of the a 
taie Ihi Lord's Praytr" When tiie liturgy was reviewed in I^J j 
this rubric WBa chasged, and the word taile iutroduced ii 
of aftar, for the rcaaona stated above; and until the rubric j 
aguit changed, I Chink it safer for every cautious churelunsii (T 
adhere strictly to the term used In the Book of Common Frayevfl 
at the same time, it is but proper that objectors agruDSt.the ti 
■honld be remiDded, that it ia upon these grounds on^ that tl 
me of it should be avoided, since " altar was the □: 
" the holy board wai: constantly distinguished for I 
" hondrad years after Ctoist : during all which lime it does i 
" appear that It was above once called table, and that v 
" letter of Uiunysins of Aleiandria to Xyatus of Bomc 
" when !□ the fourth century Athanasius called it a tahlt, \ 
" thought himself obliged to ci^VaMi \\ib ■wmi-, asA. \j 
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ward, or some error sanctioned by t!ie a 
tiaother — or as yet the Church is not bo holy aaj 
pure that the character of her services should 
changed; for il' they mourn that those services Lave" 
lost tiin'iijilial, and aasumud more of a servile charac- 
ter ; if tliey regret tliat the sad tones of coiifesaton 
should take precedence of the warmth of " Our 
Father" in each daily approach to God ; let them ask 
tl«;ir own hearts whether tliey themselves are more 
striKutts or jwn* in I'aith and love, whether they have 
last come from »»'«* againtt, or sacrifices far their King 
and God ? Oh bretliren ! let us thank God for the 
Church as she is ; and aa she is, use and obey h 
"When we have learned to live up to all the privileg 
she ofiure, and to obey all the precepts she enjoin) 
when we have come to the limits of her { 
tures, and find that we have exliausted all her waterail 
comfort, then we may sigh fur change; or rather, moj 

" reader know tliat bj tahU he meant altar, that bemg then U 
" tonstant and familiar name. Afterwards, indeed, both n 
"citlne lu be promisououal)' useilj the one having respect tc 
" bWalioti of the euchsriat, the other to 
— Whcethy. " Foe the word tahU here Btaiids not exGlluiveIy,M 
" if it Riigbtnot be called au altar : but to aiiew the iDiUfTereDdl 
" luid liberty of the name, as of old it was callucl ' mttaa Dvatb^ 
" the table of the Lord ; the one having reference to the pon 
"/laftan.the other to tlie ohlation of tbc eucluirist. 

rlUTe Ihon^ht it necessarj to explain Ihaa fuUj in reft 
lO' tblB mailer, tliat men maj uniierslanil the foregoiog » 
nae of tlie term allar to be enjoined, simply from regard ti 
iioportaot obli^BtioDS \ — Srat. the stiiut and literal ai 
those rubriuB which tlie clergy have s«or 
enaiUy, to 'uvuid all appearance of evil.' 
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correctly speaking, we shall receive it ; for il' change 
be needful, change will come, not by the irregulav 
effona of disobodience, but by the heavenly path uf 
oi'der aud truth. And Giod, when he sees us fitted to 
bear it, will give to more filial hearts more filial 
services, and as we draw nearer to hia likeness, he 
will draw ua nearer to Himself. Therefore, " T^e^' 
heed unto yourselves, and unto the doctrine." '''*'■ 

II. Closely in connexion with this portion of OU***! 
subject, follows that which ranges itself under the seoond 
(liviaion of our text, " VonCimia in t/wtn.'' These few 
but emphatic words convey a world of meaning. Reu- 
ben was a type of man, " uustuble as water, he does not 
excel." Creatures of excitement, we look for gudden 
results, and if they fail, we doubt the adaptation of the 
means to the end designed. Now this admonition; 
applied to thoie doctrines of whicli we have just beeqi 
speaking, exhorts to the strict observance of all that wei 
are given as their safeguard and protection. There 
are those who would shrink from the idea of any change 
in doctrine, who nevertheless would advise or adopt 
changes in the service and rubrics of our ehuruh. But 
such should remember, that o jr litui'gy and rubrics are 
the dearest defences of our doctrine ; they convey itj ' 
they illustrate it, they apply it, they defend it ; and it 
we yield the one, imperceptibly we ai'e parting with 
something of importance in the other. To those who 
have examined it with attention, there is an integrity 
in oiir Book of Common Prayer, which ia broken whenu' 
any of her services are mntilated or unfulfilled. If 
follow her care of her children from the cradle to 
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grave, we will find that if we drop one link in the 
of services that unite them, we drop a, lle»*iitg. 

It' BaptUm were rightly administered, the Catechimi 
duly taught, Con^rmaSion regularly received, the Lorift 
Supper Bolenmly approached, and all the weary inter- 
vals that must lie between, filled up as they should be, 
by the rlailt/ tm*Bux of the Church, what blesaings might 
be looked for I what bleBsinga would descend 1 Bat 
how carelessly is Baptism sometimes administered ; no 
sponsors required, or those admitted who either are not 
members of the Church, or who, though baptized into 
her faith, live without the pale of her communioni 
Men approach it not as a sacrament committed to the 
care of God'a Church, but as a mere ceremony which 
any man can celebrate, and whose chief exeellence is, 
that it confers a name. They forget that it is it com- 
natU, a covenant of grace, the rite of re-admission il 
tlie family of God ; they forget that it is the beginoj 
of the application of God's blessings to the sinner npj 
earth; the first time that Ke holds out his recoai^ 
arms of love to receive to his heart the little e 
liope and Heaven. They forget this, and in so doi 
that error is begun which tangles all the after wef 
human lite. The VatecAum is carelessly taught ^ 
imperfectly known, tlio' its simple summary o 
early impressed upon the mind, must leav-e there am 
clear notions of doctrine, as would be, under God, 1 
I surest safegnard against error. C'<»ifirinalioit i 
I not more honour than the sacred rite to which it ia i 
I pkiBental. The Lord's Supper is so rarely admin 
H tend, that men foi^et it is a eummunion in which ti 
H iife of their sonls is deeply involved, and cousider-'i 



only as a commemomlive rite ; — wliile dnihi sereke Y 
become so obsolete, that the attempt to revive it 
almost deemed Popish, and the church militant, t 
church in exile, the chureh in sorrow and in sin, livi 
if bare exiBteace deserves the name, and thinks she c 
live safely without daily prai/er. 

Can we wonder at our troubles, when thus we forg( 
God ; when thus we seem independent of Him, c 
wonder if He sometimes leaves us to ourselves — leavf 
us to suSer from the fightings of our eacmies and the ' 
falsehood of our friends, —to suffer for our faithlessness 
in His service. Were we only true to ourselves, weshonld 
be aide to preserve, and able to assert the truths we 
hold most dear, without endangering that peace, which, 
as much as lieth in us, we ehoidd preserve with all. 
There is nothing to be more avoided than that spirit of 
<»n<tWJW*y, which is always more or less hostile to true 
religion ; in the dust and turmoil of the contest many 
lose their way, and " love, joy, peace,'' the first fruits of 
the Spirit, are blighted or destroyed. 

Bnt he who is faithful to his Church, need i 
a eontroetrgialut, because he always is a ieifni«». Tber4 
is not an error held in man's carnal heart, or i 
world arouud us, against which our church dof 
witness, as she revolves in the sacred cycle which s 
performs round her centre and her Sun. Her daiigi 
terpice is a compendium of all; her con/enn 

jj 8 tin — her fthsolulions, God's power topardon— 
ptalm* remind us that pram, her lUaviet that praiierf\ 
form essential portions of the worship of God. I 
Bacred calendar witnesses for the supreme power 
God's word, us well as the tieceas^V^ o^ ft^s^T^ v^'*'*' 




it for the instruction of man. Her erml*, 
BCCUVBcy, sum up tlia leading articles of our Faith, that 
not one be forgotten or denied. While those very 
creeds are broken up, and spread over every Sunday of 
the year, on each one of which we tell out litigli/ eauat 
essential nrciele of Vakh. 

Ha who would deny the condescending love of God 
must first blot out the four Sundays in Advent, and 
the feaat of the Nativity of Christ. He who would 
qu«tion man's sinfulness, must get rid of the forty days 
of humiliation and abasement, by which ho is required 
to confess it before God. He who would doubt Ubrisl^s 
love, orthe need ofChriat'a atonement, must remove Good 
Friday. He who would question Christ's ti-uth and 
power, must away with Easter Uay. The Feast of the 
Ascension must he unobserved, if we dare deny his K- 
vinity. And that of Whitsuntide also must be 
gone, if we are to forget the sanctifying influenci 
grace. While, if we venture to deny that the T: 
in Unity and Unity in Trinity is to be worahipped; 
would debar faith of those heavenly mysteries 
God has given for its food, we must blot out si 
twt-nty Sundays of our year, ere we cau rob ourst 
or the Church of Christ of this inestimable bl 
' Thtis time is, as it were, inlaid with tlic lessons of 
tilty. — wo tell its very flight by articles of Faith j ani 
thus, if we walked with our Church thro' all these 
tioleuin seasons, learning her lessons of joy and sorrow, 
hope and fear, faith and practice, as she was willing to 
teaoti them, ouv ignorance would be informed, our love 
kindleil, our obedience strengthened, our faith led ; and 
ahe, instead of being enfeebled, persecuted, and revile(t.| 
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go forth iaU> the wwrld, vuDi|aering and to con- 
"iair iis tlie moon, dear as Uie sun, and terriUe 
army with banner^/' In vain then might hur 
rebuke and rail — they might denounce our rcli' 
gioD, despise our orders, and threaten to extirpate our 
prelacy. Like our Master, we return not railing ibr 
tailing, but contrariwise, blessing. We wiU not strive, 
nor cry, neither shall our voice be heard in the streets. 
They may root out, God wili plant iu; they may plead 
against us, we will plead for them, *' that all who pro- 
ll'eea ftnd call themselyes Christians, may be led into the 
way of truth, and hold the faith in unity of spirit, in 
Ithe bond of peace, and in righteousness of life.'' "By 
ithis shall all men know that we are Christ's discipleii, if 
■iweilove one another. Oh, what a, world of wearinesa 
tbta would save us : instead of heart-hurnings and die- 
pututgs, which endanger religion, instead of strifes and J 
^Jealousies, which are and which promote! the lustsol'thtt J 
tlesb ; truth would be proclaimed, without peace beio^ ■ 
-endangered. Alas, it has been because of the weak Ci 
oeasiuns of others, who have levelled to the very earth I 
thestandardof truth, that when the faithful Churchman | 
sow attempts to rear it, we are told it Is the banner ( 
■difcord. 

- Therefore, my beloved brethren, it is your t'speci^fl 
■duty to " continue in them" — in the doctrinea whioh 1 
your qffiee connnissions you to preach, and fori iJie I 
preaching and practice of which the aervicea of yoHrl 
church are bo instrumental. But remember, the ex-i 
pression " mntinus in tkem" refers not merely to your ■ 
strict observances of those services within God'shoua^J 
hut also to your (aitJiful deuu)n&«a.\vti^v lA Ai€w ^-vd 



(tnd their power without it. The service of yfmTU 
ae well as of your lijis, is here demanded ibr Grod. ■ ; 
you would cherish that hope which is the bright^ 
ornament of your office, and which should be the g 
ing principle of all you aay, and think, and do, " i/ j( 
would save yoarteleet and thoie that hear ^ou," 
lives must never contradict the truths your lips decln 
If you preach what men should practice, you r 
yourselves practice what you preaeh. 

IIL This is the third portion of our subject; the 
hope tliat we may be instrninental in the salvation of 
souls; and this, brethren, is one of the special blessings 
of our churcli, that not only does she guard, as we have 
seen, evei-y avenue by which /aii« doctrine could enter, 
but she hedges in closely the path by which faithful 
practice must walk. K her ministers have any re^rd 
for their own consistency before men, if they would 
desire that the truths they teach should go further than 
the ear, should convince the mind ; should go further 
than the mind, should reach the heart ; if they would 
wish to see their people grow in grace, and in the know- 
ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they must 
not only point but lead the way. How awful before 
God, how injurious to man, if after having tu-day led 
your people in the confession of sin, to-morrow you lead 
them in the practice of it — if afl^r having to-day prayed 
against "l/ie deeeittof the irorld, thejieeh, and tice daeil," 
to-morrow you are found plunged in their vanities and 
snares ; — if aller having prayed against " gc/il»m" you 
eopport it; against "/terein/"yo\i counteuance it; against 
'^/ali* doetriiK," you trtat its professors with regard; 
against "«iiy," you yield to it; against "/mired, nudioe. 
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aadaJi vrteharitaMimeiii" you yet harbour bucIl demona I 
in your breiwta: — If this be tbe inconsiatent habit of ■ 
your lives, you will never be able to out preach your I 
practue; you will be six days pulling down, what joaM 
were but & portion of one day engaged in building upt I 
and instead of saving yourselves and those titat hear ■ 
you, you will be endangering the salvation of both—* ■ 
for who will heed you, if they onlff hear you ? If yoB ■ 
preach faith, and yet are known to be full of doubts if I 
you [Teach hope, and yet falter and fear ; if you preadi m 
lovei and yet hate ; if you preach peace, and yet are I 
&11 of discord; if you preaeh submission, andyetwhas I 
called upon for its practice toward your own superiors,.! 
murmur and rebel ; who will heed the voice of the 9 
charmer, charm iie never so wisely F or who wUl be* M 
lieve that ^u heliece, what you profess to teach 0^1 
trmf ' I 

High is the object and holy the hope set before yon I 
in your office — to be instrumenial in the salvation rf!| 
eoula- For this, God became incarnate; for this Jesne 
4iedi for this his spirit strives— for thia his spouse 
praya j for this you are to be ordained; you are fellow 
workers with God in this glorious effort, commisGioned, 
:tiiugfat, strengthened, guided, all by Hioi. Youf 
lliority — that he has sent you; your comfort^that be 
-will teach you ; your confidence — that he is yoor 
strength, that he will be your guide. Set this, brethren, 
before you, as your only object — seek not human aps- 
plause, but heavenly approval — seek not the smiles but 
thesoulaofmen. Be content with nothing abort of the 
salvation of your people ; in the pursuit of that, be pre- 
pared to resign every profit a.\ii CTiiv^ '^''■'^ 
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earth, could offer or bestow; on that, a« the goal 
which you presB, ever fix your eyes — watch, and pray, 
and strive, that all you say, aud thiuk, and do, may 
tend toward that. " Preach the word, be instant in 
Boasoa and out of eeaaon, reprove, rebuke, exhort with 
aU long suffering and doctrine," " endure affliction^, 
do the work of an evangelist, make full proof oSft 
iiiioistry," " be gentle unto all men, apt to tEsachiii 
ent, in meekness instructing those that opjwse t 
Bclvcs" — so bold against the sin, that none may be a 
led; so gentle to the sinner, that none need be offen 
■r-song 1)/ t/mndar, when error is to be withstood ; 4 
sotit of mnsolal.ion, when the trembling require com 
Sucli, brethren, you should strive to be — such < 
holy spirit will aid you in becoming — and if, thus M 
booring for the salvation of man, tl 
one soul should be your reward, oh is not that one soul 
in value above all price ? Thrones and principalities 
and powers, the wealth and honoi's oj' the world, even 
if they were yours, must soon pass away, the heavens 
shall bo wrapped together like a scroll, the earth shall 
bebumed up with lire, the very elements shall melt 
witlf fervent heat, hut the soul that has been saye^ 
IhaA has found its refufie iu Jesus, and its home in t 
presence of his love, will be a crown of rejoicing t 
fadath not away, destined to be your ornament ii 
eternal world, where the Saviour and his salvatigj 
shall he aU in all. 

And now, my beloved brethren, members of the floalB 

who have come this day to help us with your prayers 

while these shepherds are set apart for its guidance, 

[ wtlUit holy hands cousecrote holy men tu the hqJjF , 
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otdera of priests and deacons in our church ; ^ou Yrha 
have heard what the nature and what the duty of such 
sacred orders are, for what purpose, think you, did oup 
churchenjoin that such should be set before you? WasJf 
to lighten ^'/r load, by heaping high the burden of thi 
who teach you ? was it to diminish i/our responsi 
litiea, by encreasing those that rest on them ? 
to make you believe that if so much holiness is required 
of'lAem, lest wilt be accepted of yoa, or that their defi- 
eiency or failure will be received as your safeguard OT 
excuse ? No, brethren, far otherwise ; it was for the 
purpose of raii^ing in your hearts loftier feelings of 
gratitude to Him who, when he ascended up on high) 
and led captivity captive, received, {amongst othef 
gifts for the rebellious) the blessing of a church, thnt 
(fa& Lftrd God might dwell amongst us. It was thi 
yoo might feel the more deeply His love and care, wh^ 
wlien obliged by a self-imposed necessity, to depart', 
bimself, left behind him representatives on earth, thfft! 
Bmba.ssndors of peace, the commissioned messengers 
mercy, the dispensers of his sacrnments, to watch, la 
itam you, to convey to you blessings which he had' 
entrusted to them for your strengthening and support' 
torpids your wanderings, to rouse your sloth, to ftlamt 
your carelessness, to teach your ignorance, to oherirtl- 
jnia hopes, to cheer away your fears, to be helpers of 
yaar faith and love, 

We forget these blessings sometimes in their fanit> 
Barity — it is well, therefore, ihat at set times tliey 
sliotdd be pressed home peculiarly on our hearts — that 
we may in some measure understand, how desolate and 
helpless ire would be witliovil t\ws^ ot^ci 
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ministry, wliich having lieen given to his chuithtij 
(im1> nppointment, and preserved unliroken in ti) 
cliuwli (luring 1800 years by God's care, are, we m»j 
tj*; niwurci], hh uatiential to her welfare, as llicj hxn 
l>een ln*uimntbl(! from her esistence." Each tu hi> 

* In*utipDrlorUiiiilal«inent, I tluiik il nght togite tbcUNt 
oiiniy of k faw emfnent divines of our church, that they, nba tn 
uiUMilunlntcd with thdr wrlliugs, may see that itala is no eaftj 

•Mtrtloo of my own : — 

"OtM* dlntliitillon there wasncvor <n ancient tim<^s made ur 
i|U»tl)on, Dur illil It acem illiputabic In Ihe church, except to «m 
Diiliri'urilrat (JEri\iii,) vtho lUd indeed get a name io story, int 
mnn nuuls much notu, or obtaineil any vogue in the mirU; 
fvry fusv followerii he fuund in hia helerDdaiy ; no great boi|j. 
OVIili of hnrnlio*, could find cause to dieseut from the church in 
till* iMrtiit 1 but lit, jiriani, Mucedoniaxs, NovatiaRi, DoTiatiiU, 
^B, milntahied the dlMinction of ccclcsSastical orders amongA 
IhMDuUcii, and oclmowlodged the duty of tiie inferior clergy ta 
th*lr lilnhopn i Bud no wonder, seeing It standeth upon bo Era 
Mill clear ifrnundi) njioii the rcuton of the caae, upon the tavlk- 
mony nt itiii Ijidy ncrlpturc, utmn general tradition and « 
tlonablo iiiiiiiuniiiiitu cf nutlquitj', upon the cuini 
titaolluo of tlie jrontost aiUnts, pctaona most renowned ( 
iom and plely In the ohuroh." — Babrov, (voL a 

" ^rluD wu reckoned ainnngst the lieredcs of liis age, el 
tMoaww hH K««o tirevliytem power to ordain, and couseqaolt^ 
Btailn tlwiii equiJ to b[iiho[>s ; which Epiphanius impotes to hie ig- 
nofalico iif tbeBeriptureu, and provca hence, as from au undoubted 
prlnrlijlo, that lilahopti and preabyi era were not of the Hame order, 
l<eciluKV iireBbylem hud not poiver to ordain. * How !■ it po*- 
•Mg,' iiaya ho, ' thw ilils ahauld bo, (namely, that presbyters an 
n|iul to liialiupa) ainpe the order of bishopa begets fatiwra fn' tin 
church, whcrPM the order of prcatjjtcrs has no power to b«gi) 
bthcrs or lonchcrs, but only to beget aona to the church by bxp- 
liini? Indctd, how should any preshyler coiiatituie teacbersi 
itftjcc fill /ms nol (imvcr tu imv"*'^ WuisXii OTSmaViou't' kiiJi*^. 



eeveral place filling up tbo duties of his order, — The 
Deacon "assisting the Priest in divine eervice," "i 
ing Holy Scriptures," " instructing the youth ii 
Catechism"—" searching for the sick, poor, and ii 
tent people of the parish, to intimate to the curate thei 
estates, names, and places where they dwell." Tli*'^ 
PrietU, " ready with all faithful diligence to banish 
and drive away all erroneous aud strange doctriaea 
contrary to God's word ; and to use both public and 
private monitions and exhortations, as well te the sick -i 



JecoDie himaelf, in the very place where bu proreaaeill; ei 

to raise preabjters as near W a parity with bishops as he 1 
coDld, owns that preshyters have not power to ordain. ' 
wliatiB it," said ho, "tlint a Irishop does, Tihicha presbfter can- 
not do, eicept ordination ?'" Tf presbjlerB had been belieyod to 
be iBTested with this power of ordination, there bad tieen ni 
top Ns»atian, who set hunself np to be bishop of Rome aguna^ J 
Coraeliua, to send to the romqte parts of Italy for some obscur* ■ 

jnorant bishops, whom he made drunk, and then prevailed I 
with them to ordain him : he might with more esse and repnt^ I 

iBve received episcopal orders from some of the Eomaa~1 
lireattylers, who favoured his pretensions to tlie episcopal cliaiF<. I 
And tha method which he was foroed to take, would of itaolf 1 

la a strong presamption, that iu this age (and that is ifi the 
middle of tlie ttiird century) It waa the ifeneFol opinioa that pres- 
byters have no authority to confer orders, though we had no 
further proof of it. But the opinion of the primitive church in 

latter will be put beyond dispute, if we compare Che judt;< 

concerning laehyras, who was ordained by one CoUuthuB,,' 
n mere preabytcr, with that about the presbyters ordained by I 
Meletius, a BclJsmatical bishop. The latter haviu); been ordained I 
i/j one who had tlie episcopal character, were received as pres- 
fcyters without baing re-ordained; whereas, Ischyras liaving re- 
erited Ma orders from one who had not power to give them, was 
reckoned as a mere lajman. This a^\\caiB ttom ft-t 
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aa to the whole, within iheir cures, as need shall require, 
and occasion shall be given." 

The Biekop, thti overseer of all, " maintaining anil 
setting forward quietness, love, and peace amongst all 
men, and such aa be uo quiet, disobedient, or criroinoos, 
cyrrecting and punishing according to such authority 
as he hath from God's word ;" the only eartlily channel 
through which can be conveyed from God, the power* 

eplEtln of the biehopa of ^OPti Thebojs, Ljbia, and PentspoUt, 
in wMch are these words ; — 'Tliia is Iho famous Ischyraa, wiw 
WM neither orduned tiy the church, nor reckoned amongat thi 
presbfteTB ordained by Meletlus, whom Alexander, the bishop of 
Alexandria, received. How Chea came lachyraa to be a preabyUTi 
Bud why was he orduned? Was it b; CoUuthua? Fi 
ouly remains to be tali. But Colluthua died a prcabjtar, 
all the impoHitiong of his huuja were invalid and null ; and all 
those whom he ordajued in Ids Bchism, are well known to ban 
been reduced to the laity.' " — Ardibuhop Potter, p. \^S. 

"The catholic practice of Christendom for 1 600 jears, b M 
insupportable a pr^udice aeainet the enemies of episcopacy, dwt 
thej must bring admiraSile evidence nf acriplute, or a clear re»«- 
latiun proved by miraoles, or a contrary undoubted tradltjiiii 
apottolicul for themaelvcB, or elao hope for no belief against tilt 
prescribed poastaBion of so miiny aaoB." — JKtliop Jcrtmg Taylor. 

"We require you to find out but one church upon the face of llw 
whule earth that hath been orderiid by your dlaciplinc, or hath 
uot been ordered by ours, that la to aay, by eplBCOpal regiment, 
aillienuD Uic time that [he blessed apostles were hero conversonk" 

■' Let any one but consider the regard of the firat Christians 
tuvvards thiuya of the smallest importance, which tliey imagined 
III lie of apostolical institution ; that they proceeded so far as to 
exuoEamunicate one another for the sake of a, supposed oeglect Hi 
M iiisigiiificont a matter as the time of observing E 
I that thoy were ready tu die rather than voluntarily and di 
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to ordain, to confirm, and to eonBecmU". These bless 
ings we do well to remember with gratitwle and lov^ 
To them, under God, we owe the order and effitiency « 
our church, and but for them, we may rest assureJ^ 
that long ago the knowledge of the true God had pe- 
rished from the land. Yet just in proportion to their 
value are they to be used with trembling by ma 
iQust answer for their use or abuse: if they an 
to the sioner when used, they are awful accusationl 
gainst him when abused. 

And abused they are, brethren, when either they I 
themselves are undervalued, or those who bear them I 
fcre n^lectcd or despised. A.mongst those who usder> U 



iHf depart from anj thing apostolical i and tlien judge whethwl 
ptf iionaiileratioDa cnald induce eillier pipaliyCers or people (#4 
iiirry forward aud acquiesce iti aucb a matcriai alteration, as «■ 
tolMlieve Uiat ihe form of tfoterunicnf in wluch the aposllpg left 
tbe Churches, was not aa good and aa capahle of preveuling nil 
thin^ evil anion^at Christians, as any other that could posalbl; 
Vt ihoi^ht of in after ages. 1 grant that many mattera of omall 
jm^ortance, which might plead apostolic custom or prescription, 
^iglit be dropped and disused by degrees in alter aga ; but that 
itbe almost immediate suucesaora of the apostles ahonld prefetu- 
tdly meet to alter wliat they knen- to be tlie apostles' institution 
In siich 3 matter as the govomment of the Church, is incredible." 

"" Can it enter into any wise and honest head, that tliesc pHnle 
saints, even in the greatest purity of the Chnrch, would wilfallf J 
Tarj from the holy iustitutions of the blessed apostles ; and ^J 
Jlifc f{6kle Israelites did, su sooa after Moses' back was ' 
woratiip idols of their own invention? Surely lie n 
etrangely nucharitable that shall think 90, strangely Impudent that I 
dares maintain it, and wickedly credulous that can betiE 

st^opiraii: 
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value the office, I grieve to my are to l>e foiinil many 
whoflft wortli of r.hariict«r and aiocerity ol" liturt all 
must prize ; but men who, nevertheless, on this point 
err most grievously, in that they esteem the man to 
confer dignity upon the office, not the office to confer 
dignity upon the man. Such persons prixe their pas- 
tor for his attainments, his natural gifti<, his Hbilities, 
his eloquence— not for tiiis simple but sufficient truth, 
that he ia the ambassador of God; and they value him 
not so much for what he is commissioned to tell, aa 
for the manner in whil^h ho tells it. 

NoW) brethren, in condemning the conduct of 
persons, I would not be understood to slight the a1 
ties or attainments of which I speak. On the contrary; 
the higher the powers, tlie nobler that act of dedication 
bywhich they are devoted to God's work, and the more 
useful in their own peculiar province they will be 
found to he. To arrest the inattentive, to attract the 
thoughtless, to arouse the careless, to convince, as far 
as mere reasoning goes, the coldly intellectual — in these 
respects, though not absolutely necessary, they are 
often eminently useful, and have been often eminently 
blessed- But surely, brethren, we are not to suppose 
that they are necessaiy to the conversion of the sinner, 
or when he ia converted, to lug building up in the faith 
of Christ. All human power ia here equally powerlt 
it is Gwrii blessing and Spirit which perft 
Were it not for this truth, some few wohW be danj 
ously exalted, and the great majority amongst 
wonld, ulae, be dangerously depressed. Men wi 
look to men and not to God, and religion would 
Diattci' of sight, and sense, and calculation, DOt of 



Kven, brethren, as it is, how often are we t'ound 
too dependenl on the creature : ia the posBessioi 
favourite preauher, we have all we require, and 
lo33 we feel as if we were utterly deserted, 
thought of the office as we should, would this be thei 
case ? We might, 'tis true, lose much pleasure, ani 
much iDformatioii, and much cxcit'jmenC ; wq might 
feel our want of all these, and think that such w^nt 

as injurious to our spiritual 

e have a faithful ambassador of Christ, whose chief 
power is that he ia commissioned by God, and whoee, 
chief attainments are the gifts of the spirit, we have, 
all that is necessary for, and all that ia most likely, 
to conduce to, our growth in grace. While upon 
owa minds this good effect would be produced by suchi 
convictione ; the less we leaned on an arm of flesh, 
e would trust in God; instead of criticising 
'e would humbly listen to the minister as 
the bearer of heavenly truth ; and instead of going 
away dissatisfied with the manner in which he had., 
spoken, we would depart humbly thankful that he 
been, on God's behallj periuicted to speak to us at all. 

To those who, on the other Land, with daving impi- 
ety or mad uidifference, neglect and despise God's 
messengers of peace, who treat them as mere men of 
bnaineBs, who have no right to intrude themselves or 
their opinions, unless when invited to do so ; who turn 
r to their remonstrance, and will have " none 
■ of their rebuke," — to such I can only repeat that tre- 
mendous sanction by which the Saviour of the world 
eapports his lawful ministers, in the discharge of their 
ft.imj QfttiffiCB thanktesa woA, "He that 
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spiseth you tlespiseth me, and lie that despiseih nie 
dfispiaeth him that sent me," You are not rejecting 
merely a fellow creatnre, you are not insulting merely 
a sinful worm like yourselves, but you are rejecting 
Christ in the persoD of his ambassador, and yon an 
insulting the God of heaven, when you scorn his mes- 
senger of peace. 

Tremble then, ye who are about to receive these 
holy orders, tremble at the high dignity with which 
heaven deigns to invest you, and lest you should glory 
in the gifts which are thus bestowed, remember that il 
is to the keeping of earthen vesseiE God consigns them. 

And you, for whose blessing they have been ordained 
and preserved in the church, since the first dawn of itt 
existence, you who Lave felt their power and influence 
through all the various stages of life, perhaps uncon- 
sciously, from the cradle to the very verge of the grave; 
you, brethren, are called upon to join us this day in 
humble supplication to the Lord of Sabaoth, that these 
candidates for the holy ministry may be accepted in 
their self-offering to him — and that not only to them, 
but to the whole Church of the Redeemer, may be 
vouchsafed such abundant outpouring of his heavenly 
grace, that through its holy instrumentality, the know- 
ledge of the Lord may soon cover the earth as the 
waters cover the sea, and all divisions, all distinctions, 
all dissensions being over, there may be one fold under 

tone Shepherd — one name, tliat of Christian— and bat I 
one ecclesiastical ruler, " the Bishop of our souls," I 



